13 March 2009

Term1l No.3

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Bethlehem,

As Lent continues | would like to thank the students, staff
and parents for their ongoing generosity and commitment
to Project Compassion.

Let us pray for the confidence in the love of God and the
strength to overcome all our weakness.
Father,
You taught us to overcome our sins by prayer, fasting
and works of mercy.
When we are discouraged by our weakness,
Give us confidence in your love.

Special thanks to Mrs Mora, Elizabeth Mora (Yr 11) and
Stephanie Mora (Yr 9) for their immense generosity and
care by supplying all the students and staff with a purple
ribbon on Friday, as a symbol of International Women'’s
Day which was celebrated on Sunday March 8".
International Women'’s Day (IWD) is observed throughout
the world on 8" March as a day when women on all
continents, while often divided by national boundaries,
and ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic and political
differences, come together to focus on women’s human
rights. From its inception, International Women’s Day has
stood for equality between women and men. Much has
improved from 1928 when IWD was first celebrated, but
we still have some way to go to achieve equal opportunity
for women, not only in Australia but throughout the world.
It is about remembering to build a society that is fair to all
of its members, in which diversity, safety, social justice
and equality is given.

Bethlehem College Swimming Carnival
Monday 2nd March 2009

“If we are to achieve a richer culture, we must
recognise the whole gamut of human potentialities,
and so weave a less arbitrary social fabric, one in

which each diverse gift will find a fitting place.”

Since the last newsletter, the College community
has been involved in a number of activities and |
would like to congratulate and thank all those
involved.

e Our Year 7 Welcome Mass and Supper was a
wonderful celebration. Thankyou to the very
large number of parents who attended, | know
the staff appreciated the opportunity to get to
know the parents of our new Year 7. A very
special thank you to all staff involved in the
Mass and Supper, in particular Fr Michael, our
College Chaplain, for celebrating Mass and Mr.
Wheatley, Mrs Bowyer, Ms Yeom, Mrs Kells
and Ms Papadopoulos for the preparation of the
Mass. Our supper was scrumptious, special
thanks to Ms Wilson, Ms Mansour, Mrs
Thorburn and Ms Papadopoulos for all the
supper arrangements. A very special thankyou
to the Yr 11 and 12 Hospitality students for
preparing the food and the senior SRC students
for their support of the girls on the night.

e Students and staff enjoyed another fun filled
swimming carnival last Monday. Many thanks to
the parents who attended and to Ms Dew and
her team for ensuring the day’s success.




The girls demonstrated great house spirit cheering their
swimmers on throughout the day. The novelty events
were a classic example of our big sister little sister
support program with junior students attempting to
manoeuvre large pieces of plastic fruit along the length
of the pool with their big sisters supporting them. Our
champion swimmers received trophy medallions at the
conclusion of the day.

* We have commenced the year with an excellent
performance in Public Speaking. Firstty Emma Chau of
Yr 11 represented the College with great style in the
Lions Youth of the Year Competition winning the District
finals and performing superbly in the Regional finals. We
also congratulate all participants in the Catholic Schools
Public Speaking Competition for their effort last Friday
evening and offer special congratulations to Pascale
Chung who won the first round of the competition.
Pascale now proceeds to the zone final this Friday
evening. Good luck Pascale and special thanks to Mrs
Mavrakis for supporting our public speakers and
debaters.

e Congratulations and thanks to members of the CARE
team who participated in Clean-up Australia Day on
Sunday March 1. Special thanks to Mrs McGrath and
Ms Grantham for supporting the 32 students involved.
The list of the students names are provided in a special
article in this newsletter.

e On average an amazing 80-90 students are attending
Faith in Action meetings each fortnight willing to give up
their time to support others. | am so very proud of the
students and staff; they are truly living out our motto
"Este Fideles” — being faithful to God, to themselves and
to each other. Well done girls and staff, keep up the
great effort!!

e Congratulations to Jerusha Thompson (Yr 10) who has
been selected by Bankstown City Council to participate
in a Talented Advancement Program (TAP) at a 1 day
workshop to be held at the Bankstown Town Hall Centre
on 22nd of May.

e Congratulations to our Volleyball teams. Our Juniors are
leading their competition and the Intermediates are
currently placed third and are hoping to play in the semi
finals coming up in Week 10. We will keep you updated!

OPEN DAY:

Our Open Day will be held on March 17th  (St. Patrick’s
Day) commencing at 3.00pm with ‘Meet the Principal’ at
5.00pm - 6.00pm and again at 7.30pm - 8.30pm. Open Day
is a very special event in the calendar of the school year as
it is an opportunity to show case our quality facilities and our
superb students and staff. We thank our very large team of
ambassadors who will escort our guests around the College
on the day. We have advertised the event in the local paper
as well as in each primary feeder school and local parish. |
will be asking our girls to take home some fliers and place
them in their local letterboxes. We are advertising our Gifted
and Talented streams, and we will be offering scholarships
in the performing arts in Music, Dance and Drama.

Although these scholarships are being introduced for Year 7,
2010, where there is an exceptionally gifted performing arts
student in Years 8-11, we will also consider offering a
scholarship in recognition of her gifts and talents. | will
mention this at our School assembly next Wednesday.

Anna Dickinson
Principal

Assistant Principal News

We are well into Term 1 and students and staff are busily preparing
for Open Day. Our Open Day on March 17" promises to be
spectacular with many students conducting tours and presenting
displays of class work and facilities. To enable Open Day to operate
effectively, students will be dismissed at 2pm on that day. Many
students will remain at school to assist with displays. These students
will be supervised until 7pm.

Students are wearing their uniform well at the moment. A reminder
that jewellery and make up are not part of the College uniform.
School shoes should be black, lace up and school bags should be
the approved college back pack. The change over time for winter
uniform will be the first two weeks of Term 2, with all students in
winter uniform by May 4™.

A study skills seminar will be held for students in Years 7 — 12 on
March 26". Each year group will have a 50 minute presentation
aimed specifically at their learning needs. There will be follow up
opportunities in class to consolidate the work done in the study skills
session.

Many students bring mobile phones to school and unfortunately a
few are breaching school policy by making and receiving calls to and
from parents during the day. The College policy on mobile phones is
that they are not to be used during school time. Please call the main
office if you need to make contact with your daughter. Students
must also contact the main office if they need to speak to their
parents. Students using mobile phones during school time, including
recess and lunch will have them confiscated. Parents are required to
collect confiscated items from school.

Our senior students are soon to begin an important exam block. We
know that our students will approach these exams with the
appropriate focus. Please talk to your daughter about these exams
and how she is preparing for them. Exams for Years 11 and 12 will
commence in the week starting March 30.

Good Luck to Pascale Cheung of Year 8 who will contest the zone
final in the CSDA Public Speaking competition tonight. CSDA
debating will begin in week 1 of Term 2 and students from all year
groups will be represented by our debating teams. Parents and
friends are most welcome audience members for these events.

Teash Richmond
Assistant Principal

Bethlehem College Visual Arts students will be
exhibiting their works in the Ashfield Youth Week A rt

Exhibition opening on Thursday 26th March, 2009. Fo  r
more information see www.ashfield.nsw.gov.au




Religious Education News...

Project Compassion

A warm thank you to your family. You are giving so generously to
Caritas’ Project Compassion. This week, being the second week of
Lent, we've already raised approximately $750. It would be great to
raise more than $4000 by the end of Lent. Please be aware that
your donation goes directly to a struggling community and that it
makes a permanent difference to the health and long term viability
of the community by funding a permanent infrastructure project. For
example in Papua New Guinea, your donation will be used to
support an organic farming project run by the Archdiocese of Port
Moresby. Not only have families learned farming skills, but younger
people are learning leadership, community responsibility, cooking,
health and hygiene. Many have gone on to further employment too.
It should be comforting to know that your donation is making a
difference to the quality of life of someone less fortunate.

RE topics for the second half of Term 1
Year 7: The Liturgical Year

Year 8: The Influence of Jesus

Year 9: The Literary Forms in the Scriptures
Year 10: Ancient and Indigenous Religions

Please ask to see your daughter's RE Textbook, To Know, Worship
and Love. If your daughter is in Year 7, 9 or 10, she will have an
assignment or an exam before the end of term. The text is the first
place to start to prepare for these assessments, the second place is
to visit “My Classes”, which is accessible from home through the
internet. “My Classes” will have other resources, as well as the
assessment notification forms for you and your daughter to access.

Years 11 and 12 will have exams at the end of the term. “My
Classes” is a rich source of study notes and ‘powerpoints’ that have
been used in class and are sorted out into topic folders. Parents,
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or
queries about your daughter’s religious education at school.

Class Masses
Parents are warmly invited to attend the remaining class masses for
the term. All year groups will have Masses again next term.

Monday 16™ of March, Midday, Year 10, St Vincents Church
(Communion Service)

Wednesday 25 ™ March, Feast of the Annunciation, Year 9, St Vince  nt's
Church

Mothers, Grandmothers, Godmothers and Motherly figures:

Place in your diary the following date for next term:

Thursday 7 ™ of May, Mother’s Day Breakfast and Mass, 8.00am
breakfast at school, followed by Mass at 9.00am in St Vincent's
Church. Invitations will be sent home before the en d of term.

‘Sister Mary of the Cross’

Year 9 will watch a live performance of the life of Mary MacK:illop,
Australia’s first saint on Friday 27" March at 1.30pm in the College
Hall. This year we celebrate the 100" Anniversary of Mary
MacKillop. The ‘Sister Mary of the Cross’ performance is currently
touring at schools around Australia. Please return all permission
slips by Friday 20" March.

Lenten Prayer

Lord, you call me to greatness. You call me to be humbered among
your saints. Help me to remember that | do not have to do
outstanding feats recognized by others in order to please you. All |
have to do is live out your call to love wherever | am in my life. |

just have to be the best "me" | can be. While this is all you ask of
me, it is not always easy. Give me the strength to become the
person you call me to be.

We ask this Christ our Lord, Amen.
Wayne Wheatley
Religious Education Coordinator

English News...

FROM THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

It has certainly been a very busy start to the English year!

UNIVERSITY OF NSW ENGLISH COMPETITION

Once again, the University of New South Wales 2009 Austral-
asian Schools English Competition is being run for all students
in Years 7-11. The rationale behind assessing all students is for
the English department to effectively use the data in order to plan
for the National Curriculum in English. This assessment will be
also used as a diagnostic tool in order to cater to the diverse
needs of all students. The cost of this assessment is $6.60 and will
be billed on the Term 2 school fees.

For over 20 years Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) of the
University of New South Wales has been conducting this competi-
tion. This competition forms the largest independent assessment
program for schools in Australia, New Zealand, Asia, India, South
Africa, Hong Kong, China and the Pacific Region.

This is also an exceptional and cost effective opportunity to assess
the knowledge and skills your daughter has achieved, as this
exam provides comprehensive feedback to parents and carers.

PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING NEWS

The Department is also gearing up for another huge year in Public
Speaking and Debating . Last week was the First Round of the
Catholic Schools Debating Association Public Speaking Competi-
tion. The College was represented by the following students:
Jennifer Motha Yr 7, Caitlyn Galagher Yr 7, Samantha Clemente
Yr 8, Gloria Harb Yr 8, Joanna Kedziora Yr 9, Pascale Chung Yr 9,
Isabelle Macri Yr 10, Maria Porcella Yr 10, Emma Chau Yr1l, and
Erika McRae Yr 12. We wish Pascale Chung of Yr 9 the best
of luck for this evening’s zone final at Santa Sabi na,
Strathfield .

A Debating Workshop is being organized for all debaters, adjudi-
cators and coaches in Week 10 (Monday 30 " March 2009), this
will be followed up by a one day intensive workshop in the school
holidays on 16th April, 9.00-4.00pm. One hour coaching clinics

(to be negotiated on a nominated day after school ) are to be
held for the rest of the Debating season. Both the Debating
workshops and the weekly coaching clinics are COMPULSORY.

This is also a wonderful opportunity for students to build their con-
fidence, develop skills in speaking in a variety of situations, team
work, and the ability to develop arguments on a given topic within
a given period of time. These skills are relevant in all our lives and
will assist students in becoming effective communicators.

There are also many other exciting competitions happening in
English which are aimed at all students:

University of NSW Writing and Spelling Competitions

Short story and Poetry competitions (Write4fun competition)
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards

What matters? Writing competition

These competitions have fantastic prizes — cash, ipods, cds, etc —
YOU'VE GOT TOBE INIT TO WIN IT!

And many, many more......

See Mrs Kelly for entry details of these competitions

GO BETHLEHEM!

Mosh Mavrakis
English Coordinator



Library News...

This year, both Teacher-librarians, Ms Louisa Barra and Mr Vic
Playford have been involved in the teaching of Year 9 ITL
classes.

It is pleasing that the Library has been extremely well used by
Year 11 and Year 12 study groups. These groups have been in
the Library together, and have been working in tandem very well.

Mr Playford has been working with the English faculty to select
suitable resources for Stage 5 English. Ms. Barra attended a
Regional Librarians’ Meeting conducted by the CEO, where
information about the new OLIVER library system was presented.

As well, we have another wonderful start to our new Library
Monitors Program 2009!

The aim of this voluntary program is to give students the
opportunity to develop library and research skills that can also be
used in helping other students in finding resources for their
assignments, as well as providing a social network in the library
which is interesting, fun and enjoyable.

Library monitors are most valuable in assisting the Library Team
at lunchtime and in providing a friendly and helpful environment
for all. Mariya Tkachenko, a Year 9 student says: “I really enjoy
being a library monitor at Bethlehem College. | like putting the
books away and making the shelves neat, plus students may also
need help in the library and that's what I'm there for! | have fun
helping others and sharing my opinions and ideas with them. |
believe that we have a wonderful library here at Bethlehem.
Whenever | need help with work or assignments, | know the
library is the place to go!”

Thank you to all of you library monitors for your fabulous
contribution to the school community.

Louisa Barra and Vic Playford
Teacher Librarians

Important Dates Term One 2009

16 March Yr10 Mass at 12.00 St. Vincent’s Church

17 March OPEN DAY 3.00-7.00pm

20 March CSDA Public Speaking Final at St. Brigidine
College, Randwick

23 March Yr10 Food Tech. Excursion to Sydney Tower

25 March Yr9 Mass at 12.00 St. Vincent’'s Church

27 March Religious Art Exhibition ACU 6.00pm

27 March Yr10 Geography Excursion to Cronulla

Lost Property at Swimming Carnival...

At our recent Swimming Carnival, one of our Year 7 students
misplaced her goggles. As they are prescription goggles they will
be of no use to anyone else and in fact could damage the eyes if
used by anyone else other than this student. If anyone has found a
pair of goggles, could you please return them to the College Office
as soon as possible. Thank you.

Lenore Dew
PDHPE Coordinator

School Fees Reminder:

Term 1 fees were due on the 20th February. Prompt

payments would be greatly appreciated. Should you have
any problems making school fee payments on time, please
contact Mrs Jo Condon at the College. Thank you.

Uniforms for Sale...
Small blazer. Please call Martina on 0430 164 832

Uniform Shop—Winter Uniform purchase...

The Uniform Shop will be open for extended hours for you to
purchase the winter uniform. In order to avoid delays and to allow
for staffing, please ring the uniform manager, Rita Cavallero to
make an appointment to purchase the uniform on 9799 6163. If the
phone is unattended please leave a message and Rita will return
your call asap. Parents may ring through to Rita with credit card
details and students can collect their uniforms from the Uniform
Shop. Uniform Shop hours are Tuesday and Friday 10.00-1.30pm.

Students may purchase winter uniforms at recess or lunchtime.
Cheques to be made payable to TALEB AUSTRALIA.

Some of the winter uniform pieces are priced as follows:

Tracksuit: $125.00
Long sleeve blouse: $ 42.00
Tunic: $107.00
Stockings: $ 8.00
All school bags are available:
Smart pack: $ 49.00
Medium Chiro: $ 77.00
Large Chiro: $ 81.00
Carabee: $ 88.00

PLEASE NOTE: Year 7 caps have arrived in the Unifor _m Shop.

The Uniform Shop will be open on SATURDAY 14TH MARC H
and 28TH MARCH from 9.00am-12.00noon.

PLEASE RING AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT NOW!
ALL STUDENTS ARE TO RETURN IN TERM 2
IN WINTER UNIFORM

Uniform Shop Hours...
Uniform Shop Hours as follows:
Tuesday & Friday 10.00am - 1.30pm

Phone Number 9799 6163
CASH/EFTPOS or CREDIT CARDS accepted
Cheques payable to TALEB AUSTRALIA
Lay-bys available




Bethlehem College

CARE IN 2009
(Committee for the Awareness and Restoration Bhtheonment)

Clean Up Australia Day

2009 promises a wonderfully productive year for the CARE club, a prediction that has constantly been
lived up to not only by the noticeable increase of members across the year groups but by the consistent
show of participation and effort in achieving and maintaining environmental justice.

As witnessed on Sunday 1 of March, this spirit of caring for the environment reached beyond the local
grounds of the school in CARE members’ voluntary initiative in the annual Clean Up Australia Day.

For 2009, CARE girls (from Years 7 to 12) cleaned up the Cadigal Reserve in Summer Hill filling bags full of rubbish and even,
through the appreciated exertions of our teachers Ms McGrath and Ms Grantham and our School Captain Elizabeth Bell manag-
ing to dispose of large metal pipes dumped at the site. The girls deserve commendation for their hard work on the day as well as
their ability to keep their chins up and have fun! Cadigal Reserve never looked better. Thanks for the work girls!

As the leaders of CARE, we look forward to co-operating together again on more projects in and outside Bethlehem College, and
hope to continue witnessing such sincere concern for the environment in the months to come especially as we look towards the
upcoming Earth Hour event.

Thank you to these students who participated in the Sunday Clean Up:

Nicole Attard, Lianna Ayoub, Elizabeth Bell, Maria Boyadgis, Jessica Bui, Ereen Chang, Carmen Famularo, Christine
Francis, Amy Huynh, Chloe Lau, Rikka Legaspi, Erika McRae, Janine Medina, Felicity Mlalazi, Jennifer Motha, Carmen
Ng, Mai Pham, Esther Pokorny, Carmina Quek, Hathaipat Ratsadonniyom, Akoual Ring, Ria Shah, Letitia Sng, Beatrice
Somera, Iris Somera, Mary Su, Cecelia Thai, Jerusha Thompson, Nikita Thompson, Amelia Tran, Fiona Yuan, Regina
Yuan.

Keep it up everyone and remember to put your rubbish in the bins!

Iris Somera and Mai Pham




Bethlehem College—Community and Curriculum News

Community News...

| BETHLEHEM COLLEGE OPEN DAY REMINDER

I Bethlehem College cordially invites you and your
| family to our OPEN DAY:

IWHEN: Tuesday 17th March 2009
ITIME: 3.00pm—7.00pm

WHERE: 18 Bland St. Ashfield
| MEET THE PRINCIPAL: 5.00-6.00pm and 7.30-8.30pm

| Call the College on 9798 9099 Ext.112 for more info  rmation. Please come and
[ enjoy the fun, food and activities.

Christian Brothers College Burwood celebrates 100y  ears of education this year....

Christian Brothers’ College, Burwood celebrates 100 years of education this year. Sadly itis alsoit s last. Our
doors close on a century of educating fine young me n, this December.

Several events have been planned for all those who have ever been associated with the College initsp  roud
history, including a ‘Back to Burwood Day’ at 3pm o n the 15th of March at the school. For details of  this and
other functions, please check the College website:

www.cbcburwood.catholic.edu.au and follow the links , or ring the College on (02) 9747 4211.

Come join us!!

INFORMATION REGARDING NEW BETHLEHEM COLLEGE CAPS

New PE caps are now available for sale for $12 in the uniform shop. All students in PE classes will be expected to wear a Beth-
lehem Sports cap ( either the old or new style) in every PE lesson. All students representing the school at sport, PASS classes
and /or PE excursions must also wear a school sports cap and can only carry the school purple bag or navy utility bag.

Thank you.

Lenore Dew
PDHPE Coordinator

Curriculum News...and Brain Teaser..

All students have now received their assessment handbooks for the year. | encourage all parents to read through
this handbook with their daughters so that they are aware of the assessment rules as well as when assessment
tasks are due. This should help your daughter to manage her time so that she is able to meet all assessment
requirements. Thank you

Silvana Rossetti
Acting Curriculum Coordinator

BRAIN TEASERS Problem 13:

At a muffin eating contest Ms Pantua eats an averag e of 22 muffins in her
first 10 sittings. After a further 20 sittings her average increases to
34 muffins. What was her average for her last 20 s ittings only?




Bethlehem College—Community News




Bethlehem College—YVisual Arts/TAS and Community New s

Visual Arts News...

Years 11 and 12 Visual Arts students had the
opportunity to view two great exhibitions at the
Art Gallery of New South Wales recently. They
participated in a study morning on the Archi-
bald Prize learning about the history of the
competition and how the finalists are selected.
They discovered that in its earliest days it was
most unusual for a woman to have her work
selected for the show. Women artists were not
thought of as real painters but as mere hob-
byists. We've come a long way since then! Our
education officer for the morning, Danielle Gul-
lotta, was an ex-Bethlehem student and spoke
to our girls after her lecture about the number
of careers to be had in the Visual Arts. The
students were able to view the Archibald exhi-
bition and make their own judgments about the
finalists and the winning work, Guy Maestri's
‘Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu.' Also showing
at the Gallery is Art Express, a selection of high scoring works from last year's HSC. These pieces provided inspiration for our
senior students, especially our Year 12s who are currently working on their Body of Work.

Check out the following websites to gain insight into these exhibitions:
www.thearchibaldprize.com.au

www.insideartexpress.com.au

www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au

Vicki Armstrong
TAS / VA Coordinator

Community News...

COMMUNITY PARENT SEMINARS

Please feel free to visit any of the below websites for further information. These seminars are an excellent resource
for parents and carers.

http://www.resourcingparents.com/

Well, what's normal anyway?' Adolescent Mental Heal __th
http://www.resourcingparents.com/calendar/view.php?id=365
Negotiating Boundaries with Teens
http://www.resourcingparents.com/calendar/view.php?id=362
Parenting on a Budget
http://www.resourcingparents.com/calendar/view.php?id=363
Parenting after separation
http://www.resourcingparents.com/calendar/view.php?id=343

,4564 7 ,4564

% 829 (

& 6*&/&
-5*+/ (

7 % 82
7 ,4564 8 (




